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Systematic and Intensive Surface Collection 
 
Excavations 

 2013 and 2015: 

 Intensive surface collection 
 

 2016-2017:  

 Excavation in Areas B and D 



LC 1-2 LC 3 

VII MILLENNIUM BC V MILLENNIUM BC 
  

IV MILLENNIUM BC II MILLENNIUM BC 
 

Peyronel, L. and Vacca, A. 2015, Origini 37: 89-127. 
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Peyronel, L. and Vacca, A. 2015, Origini 37: 89-127. 



LC 1-2 LC 3 

Peyronel, L. and Vacca, A. 2015, Origini 37: 89-127. 
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AREA D D1: Phase 2b 

D1: Phase 3 
Sq.D4 

Sq. D3 Sq. D1 

2016 

2016 

W.83 

L.97 

166 
157 153 

P.86 

W.89 

2017 

W.95 

W.96 

L.97 

W.84 

L.158 

L.87 

L.152 

P.153 

L.99 

I.92 

I.91 

I.93 

D3, D4 
Phase 2 

D3: Phase 2a 

D3, D4: Phase 2b 



AREA D: Phase 2 (Mitannian I – LB I) 
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Phase 3 (Late MB – LB I) 
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Area D Helawa 

PlainW PKW 
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Nineveh, Middle and  

Upper Ninevite 3  

Qalinj Agha,  

Level IV 

Area D – Phases 4.A-B (early LC 3) 

Helawa, Area D 
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Area B - Phase 1: Modern 

Filling of  P.1: cartridge cases and a pack of  

Buisness Club cigarettes, produced and traded 

since 1999 (terminus post quem). 

 

LC 2 



Area B - Step Trench (East Section, 2016) 
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Area B - Step Trench 



Area B - Phase 2 (late LC 2/LC3 transitional) 
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Area B - Phase 2.C (late LC 2/LC3 transitional) 

L.5 



Area B - Phase 2.C: Room L.5 (LC 2 late/LC 3 transitional) 
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2016 Excavations - Phase 3 (early/late LC 2) 

Silos S.15 cutting into silos S.29 

Phase 3.D 

S.29 

S.15 

S.13 

Phase 3.C 

S.15 

S.13 



Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2013);OxCal v3.10 Bronk Ramsey (2005); cub r:5 sd:12 prob usp[chron]
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LTL17210A : 5289±45BP

  68.2% probability
    4227BC (13.2%) 4200BC
    4169BC (37.8%) 4090BC
    4080BC (17.2%) 4045BC
  95.4% probability
    4240BC (95.4%) 3989BC

Dates BC   
Northern 

Mesopotamia 

5300-4800/4500 
Early Ubaid 

Late Ubaid  
4800/4500–4200 LC 1 

4200–3850 
LC 2 early 

LC 2 late 
3850–3600 LC 3 
3600–3400  LC 4 

3400–3100 LC 5 

Phase 3 (LC 2) – Silos S.15 



Area B - Phase 4 (early LC 2) 
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Area B - Phase 4: Rooms L.26 and L.30 (early LC 2) 

Gawra XIA-B to XA  



Area B - Phase 5 (LC1/2) 
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Area B – Phase 6 (Late Ubaid) 
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LC 1-2 LC 3 

VII MILLENNIUM BC V MILLENNIUM BC 
  

IV MILLENNIUM BC II MILLENNIUM BC 
 

Peyronel, L. and Vacca, A. 2015, Origini 37: 89-127. 

MB II/LB I 



Tepe Gawra 

Nineveh  

Eski Mosul Dam Salvage Project 
(1980-1987) 

Grai Resh 

Tell al-Hawa 
(North Jezirah Project 

1986-1990) 
 

Telul eth-Thalathat  Yarim Tepe  

Tepe Gawra 

 Tepe Gawra (Rothman 

2001, 2002) 

 Nineveh (Gut 1995, 

2002). 



UZGAR: Upper Greater 

Zab Archaeological 

Reconnaissance  

(Rafał Koliński, University 

UAM, Poznań) 

EPAS: Erbil Plain 

Archaeological Survey 

(Jason Ur, Harvard 

University) 

Between the Upper and 

Lower Zab 





Ur et al. 2013 Ancient Cities and Landscapes in 

the Kurdistan region of  Iraq: The Erbil Plain  

Archaeological Survey 2012 Season 1. Iraq 75: 

89-117. 

Courtesy of  J. Ur  

(EPAS Survey) 
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Late Chalcolithic 1-3 at Helawa  



Peak of  

obsidian 

imports in 

Southern 

Mesopotamia 

(Pollock 

2001:181-231). 



Old Babylonian - Mittanian period at Helawa  



Old Babylonian - Mittanian period in the Erbil Plain  

Kurd Qaburstan - Late Bronze Age structures (Schwartz 2017) 
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