Archaeological Reflections of Identity in the

Late Assyrian period Remains at Bestansur,
Kurdistan

- Lisa Cooper, University-of-Britishe e
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Map of the Sulaymaniyah province of Kurdistan, showing
the location of Bestansur (map by L. Welton)
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Shahrizor Plain (Sulaymaniyah Province)
with location of Bestansur (circled in red)
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Trench 14

Mound of Bestansur, with locations of Trench 10 and 14
(Image by Lynn Welton)
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Fluxgate Gradiometry Survey of
Betansur, David Thornley and William
Owen, August 2017.

Trench 14




Exploring Social-Cultural Identities at Bestansur:

Foodways-ascertaining food processing and food consumption
behaviours through the collection and analyses of animal bones
and paleobotanical samples, in combination with study of cooking

facilities and pots.

™ Pottery Technology -Technological and microscopic analysis of
" ceramics, to reconstruct the ways in which specific groups
- manufactured their pottery and the local and exotic resources

they used s
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Bunt Envwonment— Integrated Approach which combines » o

_ access analysis, considerations of non-verbal communication (i.e. - _ .

mformatlon communicated through fixed and semi-fixed features & . -

~a such as walls, doors, hearths and storage jars, and portable s

- artifacts such as furnishings and tools), and visibility analysis 252003
(which addresses what can be seen and experienced within a e

S built space), to determine the kinds of movements, social
<«

-

8 interactions and daily activities carried out in the houses at 2.y
- Bestansur 3%



Photogrammetry in Trench 14




Trench 14

N
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Screen capture of Agisoft Photoscan Professional user interface
showing photogrammetric 3D model of Trench 14 (image by
Sheri Pak).
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Orthophoto of
Space 37, Trench
14, Bestansur
(image by Sheri
Pak)




(Image by Sheri Pak)

Bestansur
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BESTANSUR 2017: Plan of Trench 14~ “°®°
- Wall packing - Burnt area

- Pottery - Fire Installation

o I 1 m 1 Sounding - Paving stone

Image by Sheri Pak















In situ smashed
jars in Space 32
(2013)







tu smashed vessels in Space 32 (2013)
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In situ mashed vessels in Space 37 (2013)







Pebbled surface
found under
smashed storage
vessel in Space 32




Pebbled surface
found under
smashed storage
vessel in Space 32
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Ceramic fragments placed

-~ along base of wall in Space
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Fluxgate Gradiometry Survey of
Betansur, David Thornley and William
Owen, August 2017.

W Metallic objects
—  Possible Track

Linear wall or enclosure

| I «  Foundation walls of buildings
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